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WELCOME

Welcome to the Jardin d'Eden, home to nearly 300 plant species, including
exotic, native and endemic varieties. These different species of plants are
organised into seven distinct zones, identified by a colour-code system that
you will find on the map, in this booklet and throughout the garden. Each
plant is identified with a coloured label indicating its common name and
Latin name. Feel free to stroll at your own pace along the winding paths

that lead you through the different areas of this little private garden.

Created by Mr Kaufmant, the Jardin d'Eden was designed as a place that
feels both intimate and dense, a kind of organised little jungle, inviting
visitors to slow down and enjoy a peaceful walk.

Today, the garden team is committed to developing a responsible and
sustainable approach to the layout and maintenance of the site, to
recreate and preserve its ecological balance. As you explore, you may
come across fallen branches, slightly overgrown paths or natural, untamed
corners.

These features are intentional and reflect a commitment to giving nature
back its rightful place, thus encouraging wildlife and providing a habitat for
as much biodiversity as possible.

We kindly ask our visitors to respect the site, the plants and the educational
material made available to them.
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THE GARDEN DESIGNER
M. Philippe KAUFMANT

This garden is the realisation of a dream that Philippe Kaufmant had carried
with him for many years. Of Lorraine origin, Philippe Kaufmant was born in
Quimper on 2 June 1941.

Overflowing with imagination, young Philippe was curious about everything,
in love with ideals and adventure, a poet in his spare time, and with all the
ardour of youth, determined to fulfil his dreams. He studied agricultural
engineering in Rennes, later specialising in tropical agronomy.

By the age of 24, he was ready to set off and explore the world. Drawn to
Africa, his professional life truly began in Chad, as part of a cooperation
programme where he completed his military service as a VAT. Combining
work in cotton plantations with often adventurous explorations of the region,
the joy of living in the tropics would never leave him. For ten years, he was
responsible for the Madagascar-Reunion-Mauritius area for the Swiss
company Ciba-Geigy (now BASF), putting his agronomic expertise at use to
improve crop yields.

In Reunion, he discovers a concentration of the flora he had admired here
and there during his travels throughout the tropics. He is also captivated by
the ethnic diversity living in harmony on this small island. It was then that he
decided to call Reunion Island his home.




In 1977, settled in Grand Tampon, he selects the strawberry varieties best
suited fo the area and begins growing them on a large scale. Then,
always driven by creativity and diversification, he produces asparagus,
melons and oyster mushrooms, crops that soon built his reputation in
Reunion Island.

Yet one dream still remained — the most personal, the most imaginative
and the most poetic of all. He would bring it to life in the Jardin d'Eden,
an enchanting place he wished to pass on to his two children and to alll
lovers of nature.

By the end of the 1980s, he had created his own nursery from species
collected from friends and in 1990 he began shaping the landscape.

The Jardin d'Eden opened in 1991 and was expanded the following year,
with the addition of the aquatic garden and surrounding areas, to reach
its present size of 2.5 hectares. (25,000m? / 269,000 square feet)

After a final farewell to Africa, where he climbed Mount Kilimanjaro with
botanist friends, Philippe passed away on 19 February 1992, carrying with
him forever the sight of his final dream fulfilled.

For many years to come, songs of birds and scents of flowers will
continue to tell his story.

The Jardin d'Eden emerged from a sandy, rocky plain where only a few
coconut palms and bamboo once grew.

It took remarkable vision to imagine the landscaped scenes that
welcome you today!

Philippe KAUFMANT wished to make the Jardin d’Eden both intimate and
lush, where visitors discover each scene one after another and can easily

find quiet, secluded spots (benches are sheltered from view).

These are the principles of English-style gardens, in contrast to French
formal gardens, whose perspectives and geometries can be grasped at a
single glance.




Through the Jardin d’Eden, Philippe Kaufmant also wished to offer an
insight into the island’s extraordinary botanical wealth, selecting plants
and trees not only for their rarity and beauty but also to ensure that the
botanical heritage passed down through the various waves of settlement
of this small island would not be forgotten. His garden would become an
ethnobotanical landscape telling the story of the relationship between
humans and plants : There you will find sacred, evil and anaphrodisiac
plants, medicinal plants, plants to eat, to smell, to weave or to dye,
plants for making paper, baskets, construction, canoes, and hedges... All
of which also defines the Creole garden.

In" 1689, the Marquis de Quesne published in Amsterdam a
collection entitled « quelques mémoires servant d'instruction
pour [établissement dans Ilsle dEden » (Some memoirs serving
as guidance for the settlement on the Isle of Eden) in which he

celebrated lle Bourbon by calling it “the Garden of Eden”. The
Garden takes his name after this description.

Today, the Jardin d'Eden features around 300 plant species within a
landscaped garden. You will find endemic, indigenous and exotic plants.
A brief note to recall classification of species:

* Indigenous species are those that arrived naturally, through birds,
cyclonic winds or ocean currents, such as the coconut.
Some of these plants evolved locally over time, developing their own
specific characteristics — these are known as endemic species.
Exotic species are plants that were introduced to the island by
humans. Some cultivated plants escaped gardens and became
naturalised, while others, considered invasive, pose serious threats to
our local ecosystem.

The Mascarene archipelago — Reunion, Mauritius and Rodrigues — is
home to over 1,000 endemic flowering plants and ferns.






























































































































































































































































































